2011 –  2012
WINTER PROGRAMME 

  COMPLETING THE CENTENARY YEAR
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT ANY OF THE EVENTS IN THIS PROGRAMME PLEASE EMAIL 
fieldclub@dyserth.com
LECTURES
All lecture events start at 2:30pm and will be held in the Paterson Hall behind Capel Dyserth Chapel, High Street, Dyserth. 
Note that the Paterson Hall/Capel Dyserth is also the venue for the AGM on 4th February 2012. 

WALKS

A packed lunch and strong shoes or boots are required for all walks unless otherwise stated in the individual walk description. Warm waterproof clothing is always advisable. No dogs are allowed on walks. Distances given for walks are approximate.
Cars meet at Prestatyn Church car park. Members with cars are asked to provide transport for passengers, who are requested to have the exact suggested car share money for the event ready to offer to the driver.

In addition to the OS grid reference of a meeting point the postcode has been given, wherever possible, for car drivers using SatNav.  

A Mobile Telephone – number 07951515785 - and a First Aid Box are carried on all walks.
LIBRARY

The Club Library is in the Vestry next to the Paterson Hall and is open on lecture afternoons. Access can also be arranged by emailing fieldclub@dyserth.com.
VISITORS

Visitors are welcome at all walks and lectures, but with a £2 fee for lectures.
DISCLAIMER

The Dyserth & District Field Club will not be responsible for any damage to property or persons during the activities of the Club. Thepresence of Members and Visitors during the various activities is deemed to be an acceptance of this rule

1.Saturday, 22nd October 2011 ~ LECTURE
GARDENING TO HELP BUTTERFLIES & BEES 

Speaker: Jan Miller (Field Club Lepidoptery Referee)

Chair: Betty Smith


2. Saturday, 5th November 2011 ~ EXCURSION
MARTIN MERE WETLAND CENTRE
Rare & endangered waterbirds; conservation & migration.

Arrive in time for coffee in the new Mere Side Café overlooking Swan Lake. After coffee there will be an illustrated talk followed by a short guided walk. Information will be given about the Centre, the captive collection, the endangered species and the conservation projects. After lunch members will be free to explore or to join in a group led walk to see some of the many attractions. These include: 10 bird hides (one heated!), wintering wildfowl and swans, beaver and otter enclosures to name but a few.

Paths are level with good surfaces and there is easy access to most hides. Packed lunch optional - hot meals or snacks are served in the café. Strong shoes are recommended. Bring waterproofs and binoculars.

Note: Coach fare includes a contribution towards the cost of the talk & guided walk and discounted group admission at £6.20 each. Members of the Wildfowl & Wetland Trust have free entry and so should deduct £6.20 from their coach fare.  

Leaders: Pat Ingham & Joe Phillips

Please book by October 29th            
Coach Fare: £20.50
Please see below for booking arrangements.
The Coach pick-up points and times are as below.

	Rhyl Road, Rhuddlan (Vicarage Lane bus stop)
	8:40

	Boulevard, Rhyl
	8:45

	Larkmount Road (by High School all-weather pitches)
	8:48

	Eastville, Rhyl
	8:50

	Ffrith, Prestatyn
	8:55

	Victoria Hotel, Prestatyn
	8:57

	Pendyffryn Road (lay-by opposite Pensioners' Bungalows)
	9:00

	Junction of Fforddisa & Princes Avenue
	9:05

	Manod Road bus stop, Meliden
	9:10

	Waterfall, Dyserth
	9:13

	Cross Roads, Dyserth
	9:15



3. Saturday, 19th November 2011 ~  LECTURE
THE SUN

Speaker: David Roberts

Chair: Joe Phillips                                                                                                                                     
During the first two years of its existence, the Proceedings of the Field Club were not published as such but reports of the meetings did appear in the local newspapers. Around the time of the Club’s 21st anniversary it was decided to attempt to complete the volumes of Proceedings by transcribing those newspaper reports for 1911 and 1912. The title page of the Proceedings for 1911 tells us it was “……compiled by Mr F. Gilbert Smith from reports by Mr R.H. Day of Rambles and Lectures.” 
Clearly the task was not without its problems since we read: “The first Lecture of the Winter Session was given on November 23rd by Mr J.B. Price. Unfortunately, however, no record exists of this lecture except that the subject was ‘The Sun’.” 

This lecture, given just a few days short of 100 years later, will at last enable the Proceedings to have a full report on the subject of ‘The Sun’. 

4. Saturday, 3rd December  2011 ~ WALK  (Part A: 2½ miles Part B: 1½ miles)
THE HISTORICAL ‘UPS & DOWNS’ OF RHOS-ON-SEA

This will be a walk in two parts – part A before lunch and part B after lunch.  

We will start by walking up Bryn Euryn, passing the ruins of Llys Euryn mansion. From the summit there are magnificent views to east and west of Colwyn Bay. After the descent we will have lunch on the 'greenspace' alongside the car park. If you can bring picnic chairs they will be useful as there are no seats, logs or rocks to sit on! After lunch we will drive down to park along the Promenade at Rhos, as near to St Trillo's Chapel as possible. After a visit to St. Trillo's Chapel, we will walk to the Cayley Promenade and along some of the surrounding roads where buildings of historical interest will be noted.

Return to the cars will be via a visit to any of the cafés on the seafront for tea and teacakes.

Stout boots/shoes are recommended together with walking poles for Bryn Euryn; there are some steps, at the beginning, and some quite steep inclines. The return route is down a fairly steep grassy slope back to woodland paths. Packed lunches are essential.

Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 10:00am or meet in the car park at the foot of Bryn Euryn (SH832801) to start at 10:30am.  Leave the A55 at the Rhos-on-Sea exit (J20) and follow signs to Llandrillo/Llandudno (B5115). At the traffic lights in Brompton Avenue, turn left onto Rhos Road, cross  Tan-y-Bryn Road and take a right into the carpark alongside a large green space.

NB: Members who wish to do ‘Part B’ only are welcome to join the group during lunch ready to start at 1:00pm.

Leaders: Linda Wilkinson & Jean Howells          
Car Share: £3.00 

5. Thursday, 29th December 2011 ~ WALK (3 miles)

WINTER AT BODRHYDDAN

Members Please Note: Your printed programme has the date correct but the day wrong!!  The walk is on Thursday since it was thought that a meeting on New Year’s Eve was not necessarily a good idea.

This, our annual Post Christmas Walk, will also be our fourth and final visit to Bodrhyddan as part of our series of ‘seasonal walks’ in this Centenary Year. Members will find further information about the whole series in the Special Centenary Edition of Field Fare (Issue 50 January 2011).
With the trees being bare of leaves, now is the opportunity to observe some of the birds not seen during the other three seasons. It will be noticeable that during the past year the leaf and blossom buds on the trees have been developing for a big burst of green, and other colours, next year. Vegetative growth on some of the herbaceous species may have started and a few of the braver plants may well be in flower.

Bring packed lunch and binoculars. Waterproof footwear or wellingtons recommended.
Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 10:00am or meet at Bodrhyddan ready to set out 10:30am. Turn into the main Hall drive (SJ042785) off the A5151. Directions for parking will be given from there. 
Leaders: Joe Phillips (Field Club Biology Referee) & Pat Ingham          
Car Share: Nil

6. Saturday, 7th January 2012 ~ LECTURES
SHORT TALKS BY MEMBERS

Chair and Arranger: Joe Phillips

Invited members speak on topics which they have found fascinating and would like to share with fellow members.  But who will they be and what will they be talking about?

This is the Field Club lecture equivalent of a mystery tour!! 


7. Saturday, 21st January 2012 ~ WALK (3½ miles)
THROUGH THE SAND DUNES FROM TALACRE

A circular walk taking in the ecology, geomorphology and historical development of this extensive sand dune area.

Sandy underfoot (hardly surprising!) with some slight climbs but no stiles involved. Walking shoes/boots or wellingtons recommended. Bring packed lunch and binoculars.
Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 9:40am or meet in the car park beside the Smugglers Inn, Talacre (SJ124847, postcode CH8 9RD) ready to start at 10:00am
Leaders: Joe Phillips (Field Club Biology Referee) & Janet Smith (Field Club Geology Referee)
Car Share: Nil

8. Saturday, 4th February 2012            

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and SOCIAL AFTERNOON
at Capel Dyserth/Paterson Hall starting at 2:00pm      

Reports on the work of the Field Club during 2011 and election of Officers and Committee Members for 2012.
Immediately following the Annual General Meeting in Capel Dyserth, a Social Afternoon will be held in the adjoining Paterson Hall.  Relax in good company and enjoy an entertaining mix of quizzes, photo displays, raffle, tombola, various stalls, and a really splendid afternoon tea. 

Tickets, price £2.50, available at the door.

9. Saturday, 18th February 2012 ~ WALK (3 miles)
BIRD WATCHING AROUND LLANFAIRFECHAN

The walk starts along the Promenade with splendid views over Traeth Lafan and along the coast. This section will lead to the Afon Ddu, Glan-y-môr Elias and the Morfa Madryn Nature Reserve with its saltmarsh and bird-watching hides.

This area is one of the very best to see Red-throated Divers, Red-breasted Mergansers and Great Crested Grebes. 

If weather conditions are bad on the day, an alternative visit to the Spinnies Nature Reserve at Aber-Ogwen will be considered. Here there are two hides and the chance to see a Kingfisher. The Spinnies is near Bangor and only a few miles on from Llanfairfechan.   

Bring waterproofs, binoculars and/or a telescope, bird reference books, packed lunch and warm drinks.

Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 9:30am or meet in the free car park on Llanfairfechan Promenade (SH679754) ready to set out by 10:30am.

Leaders: Peter Scarll (Field Club Ornithology Referee), Joe Phillips, Keith Jones & Pat Ingham
Car Share £4.00

10. Saturday, 3rd March 2012 ~ LECTURE
BEAVERS AND LIVING LANDSCAPES

Speaker: Adrian Lloyd Jones (North Wales Wildlife Trust)

Chair: David Roberts

11. Saturday, 17th March 2012 ~ WALK (6½ miles)

CLAY, CATHERALL & COLLIERIES a walk around the industrial heritage of Buckley

This walk follows parts of the Buckley heritage trail and also visits the three very different Buckley commons. 

Initially, we shall be looking at remnants of the pottery, brickmaking and colliery industries of Buckley’s industrial past and the new uses which have been made of these areas. We shall also visit sites associated with the Catherall family’s involvement in the industrial growth of Buckley. 

The three Buckley commons each have different habitats and visits will be made to some of the SSSI protected areas for Great Crested Newt populations. Along the way there will be views over the Cheshire Plain, Dee Estuary and, on a clear day, Liverpool.

At the end of the walk refreshments can be had just a two minute drive from the car park at The Hope and Anchor pub with its historical links to the Catherall family and the pottery industry.

Please Note: There are no toilets en route. Before parking for the start of the walk consider using the toilets at the main car park in Buckley at the back of the library (SJ280638, postcode CH7 2EF)      
Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 10:15am or meet in the car park at Etna Country Park (SJ328653, postcode CH7 3LW) ready to start at 11:00am.

The walk involves mainly easy, flat footpaths, disused railway tracks and short sections on pavements. There are only 2 stiles. Either stout shoes or walking boots are recommended as it’s a long way to walk in wellingtons and hopefully only a few short sections will be muddy in March.

Leaders: Susan & Sharon Scholfield

Car Share: £3.70

12. Saturday, 31st March ~ LECTURE

THE FLINTSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY; Its first 100 years

Speaker: Hazel Formby
               (Lifelong member, and current Excursions Secretary, of the Flintshire Historical Society)                                                                                 
Chair: David Richards

13. Saturday, 14th April 2012 ~ WALK (4½ miles)
CAERHUN IN THE SCENIC CONWY VALLEY

A gentle linear walk following the Afon Conwy upstream from Tal-y-Cafn to the site of Conovium Roman Fort and Dock including a visit to the 13th century Caerhun church built within the site of the fort. There is also some interesting geomorphology to be noted and the opportunity for good bird watching.

Strong footwear recommended. Bring a packed lunch, waterproofs and binoculars.

Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 9:30am or meet at the Tal-y-Cafn Hotel (SH788717, postcode LL28 5RR) at 10:15am.

Leaders: Joe Phillips & Pat Ingham

Car Share: £3.80

14. Saturday, 28th April ~ LECTURE
THE EARLY MEDIEVAL SCULPTURE OF TEGEINGL

Speaker: Dr. Nancy Edwards (Professor of Medieval Archæology, Bangor University)

Chair: Janet Smith

Tegeingl refers to the region sited approximately between the rivers Clwyd and Dee in the period concerned. Reference will be made to sculpture at Whitford (Maen Achwyfan), Dyserth etc.

PREVIEW of SUMMER PROGRAMME 2012

Saturday, 12th May 2012 ~ VISIT

PEN Y FFRITH BIRD GARDENS
Leaders: Linda Wilkinson & Pat Ingham
Saturday, 26th May 2012 ~ WALK

COASTAL PATH FROM BAGILLT

Leaders: Alistair Hemphill (Senior Coastal Ranger)  & Betty Smith
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Please book in writing with Pat Ingham, Excursions Secretary, enclosing a cheque payable to Dyserth and District Field Club for the coach fare. Be sure to state your pick-up point.





On the day, if you cannot attend please ring 07951 515785 between 7:30am and 8:00am.











