1911    CENTENARY YEAR    2011

SUMMER PROGRAMME
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT ANY OF THE EVENTS IN THIS PROGRAMME PLEASE EMAIL 
fieldclub@dyserth.com

1.  Saturday, 14th May 2011  ~  EXCURSION

OSWESTRY - OLD AND NEW  

with Whittington ‘community castle’ as a bonus
After a coffee stop at Moreton Garden Centre, it’s just a few minutes travel to the village of Whittington with its community-run castle.  Following a short talk by Sue Ellis, the Castle Manager, there will be time to explore the castle grounds and feed the varied waterfowl.  Lunch will be in the area of the car park at Old Oswestry (more attractive than it sounds!) before a short, level, walk to the base of the hillfort itself, with its formidable multiple ramparts.  Here Dr Heather Hidden, a founder member of the Old Oswestry Landscape & Archæology Project, will join us and be our guide for the first ever Field Club visit to this most impressive site. The last visit is to the town of ‘new’ Oswestry, with free time to discover its long history using the optional Town Trail leaflet - and, perhaps, indulge in some retail therapy!    
Packed lunch essential.  Sturdy footwear advisable for both Whittington Castle and Oswestry hillfort, where the access is a short incline on a surfaced path.   

NB: The coach fare for this excursion includes a share of Club donations to Whittington Castle Trust and OOLAP.

Leaders: Stephen Smith & Janet Smith

Please book by May 7th.  Coach Fare: £13.80

2.  Saturday, 28th May 2011  ~  WALK (4 miles)
GREENFIELD VALLEY AND DOCK                         
An easy walk on good paths through Greenfield Valley Heritage Park and to Greenfield’s once busy dock on the Dee.  The trail passes ancient monuments and remnants of the valley’s industrial past.  It also provides an opportunity to see wildlife in the woodland, around the reservoirs and in the river, so having binoculars would be advantageous.

Some inclines and steps but no stiles.  Bring a packed lunch.  Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 10:15am or meet at Greenfield coach park, SJ 197775 (postcode CH8 7QB), on the A548 by 10:45am.

Leaders: Betty Smith & Val O’Rourke.  Car Share £1.60

3.  Saturday, 11th June 2011  ~   EXCURSION
‘BONES’ OF ANGLESEY 

A visit to some classic sites of geology and archæology.

Having made a coffee stop in Llanfair PG, the first site is the classic exposure of glaucophane-epidote schist at the base of the Marquess of Anglesey’s Column only a few yards beyond its car park.  From there we visit Bryn Celli Ddu.  This is possibly the best passage grave in Wales, with a partially restored entrance passage and mound, built on the site of a late Neolithic henge.  This will also be our lunch stop, with time to go into the burial chamber for those brave enough!  Then on to Traeth Lligwy, where we shall see a wide variety of rock types and fascinating folding structures resulting from mountain building.  Tea will be in Moelfre village before returning home. 

Packed lunch essential.  The level walk to Bryn Celli Ddu takes about 10 minutes on a well-made gravel path; bring a torch if you intend to go inside the burial chamber.  Sturdy footwear advisable at all sites and warm waterproof clothing might be useful - after all it will only be June! 

Leaders: Jim Armstrong (Manchester University) & Janet Smith (Field Club Geology Referee)

Please book by June 4th.  Coach Fare: £12.20
4.  Saturday, 18th June 2011
CENTENARY GARDEN PARTY AT BODRHYDDAN (by kind permission of Lord & Lady Langford) 
The Summer Centenary Event is a visit to Bodrhyddan, during which her Ladyship will give a talk about the development of the gardens.  This will be followed by conducted tours around them and a full buffet tea in the Tearoom.  Should the weather be inclement then an indoor meeting and house tours will provide a dry alternative!
The garden will be open at 2:00pm 

THERE IS A BOOKING FORM FOR THIS EVENT ON THE COLOURED CENTRE PAGES IN THE SPECIAL EDITION OF FIELD FARE, PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 2011
Please book by June 4th  Ticket Price:  £7.95

Please contact Margaret Preston, General Secretary, if you have any questions or need a replacement booking form.


5.  Saturday, 2nd July 2011  ~  WALK (5 miles)
CASTLE WOOD AND SHINGLE BEACH 

Leaving the promenade at Pensarn, we make our way up Sea Road, cross over to enter the main gatehouse of Gwrych Castle and then pass through the golf course on the old Castle Driveway to reach the Castle itself.  Here we take an easy-walking route through the Castle Wood using level and fairly good woodland footpaths.  At the furthest point we shall pass below Tan-yr-Ogof caves.  On reaching the Rhyd-y-Foel road, we drop down to cross the Old Highway to the beach and take the Wales Coastal Path to Pensarn in order to explore the best shingle beach in the area.  In 1977 this was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest for its vegetated shingle bank and its wealth of rich flora.                                            
A packed lunch is a must. Wear strong footwear; sticks are strongly recommended.  Waterproofs advisable!  Pantri Bach on the promenade at Pensarn will be open for cups of tea and other refreshments on our return.   

Cars leave Prestatyn Church car park at 10:00am or meet on Pensarn promenade SH 943786 to start at 10:30am 
Leaders: Linda Wilkinson & Margaret Redford.  Car Share:  £1.40

6.  Saturday, 16th July 2011  ~  EXCURSION
BROCKHOLES NATURE RESERVE (WITH FLOATING VISITORS’ CENTRE!)
Arrive in time for coffee at the newly opened, award–winning visitors’ centre with its views of the main lake.  After a browse in the shop and information room we will meet for a choice of walks of various lengths around the Reserve.  There is a wide range of habitats to be seen including SSSI woodland, wet grassland, lagoons and ponds with their rich bird life - binoculars are a ‘must’!  
The paths are mostly level with a good surface but may be wet in places.  Free admission to the Reserve.  Bring packed lunch and waterproofs.

Leaving the Reserve we call at nearby Huntley Gate Farm for a drink, snack or homemade ice cream.  As well as a café, the farm has several retail outlets including a food hall, wine merchant, florist and plant shop.      
Leaders: Betty Smith & June Patterson

Please book by July 9th  Coach Fare: £16.00

7.  Saturday, 30th July 2011  ~  WALK (3 miles)
SUMMER AT BODRHYDDAN (The Barbara Allen Nature Walk)
This will be our second visit to Bodrhyddan as part of our series of ‘seasonal walks’ in this Centenary Year. Further information about the whole series is in the Special Centenary Edition of Field Fare (Issue 50 January 2011).

continued
Swallows, house martins and swifts are expected to be noisily swooping over the summer wild flowers.  The full flush of summer insects should be present by now, with bees, beetles and flies going about the business of pollinating and  hunting prey.    
Bring packed lunch and binoculars.  Waterproof footwear or wellingtons recommended.
Cars leave Prestatyn Church Car Park at 10:00am or meet at Bodrhyddan ready to set out 10:30am.  Turn into the main Hall drive SJ042785 off the A5151.  Directions for parking will be given from there. 
Leaders: Joe Phillips (Field Club Biology Referee) & Pat Ingham.  Car Share: Nil

8.  Saturday, 13th August 2011  ~  EXCURSION

BEAUMARIS AND ABERLLEINIOG CASTLE - the castle time forgot

Travel directly to Beaumaris, with its most fantastic views over the Menai Strait to the mountains of Snowdonia.  Here there will be free time to take in the magnificent Edward I castle, Gaol and Courthouse, Parish Church of St Mary & St Nicholas, Victorian Pier, and all that this fascinating town has to offer.  Picnic lunch on the Promenade or in one of the many cafés in the town.  After lunch, travel to the village of Llangoed. Explore Haulfre Gardens and Stables Equestrian Museum or stroll up to Llangoed Nature Reserve.  For the more energetic there is a 1½ mile walk along wooden walkways and level woodland footpaths to the Norman Aberlleiniog Motte & Bailey Castle.

Refreshments will be available at the Tafarn-y-Rhyd public house before returning to the coach.

Optional admission fee:  Beaumaris Castle: £3.80 - free for CADW/English Heritage members and holders of the over-60s Welsh Residents’ Pass. 
Leaders: Linda Wilkinson & Pippa Barnsley

Please book by August 6th.  Coach Fare: £11.40

9. THURSDAY, 25th AUGUST  ~  VISIT
AN EVENING BAT WALK AT BODRHYDDAN

Members interested in taking part should email fieldclub@dyserth.com for the latest information.

Leaders: Tim Hodnett (Clwyd Bat Group) & Joe Phillips (Field Club Biology Referee)  Car Share: Nil

10. Saturday, 3rd September 2011  ~  VISIT

A WILDLIFE GARDEN AT SAITH FFYNNON FARM

This is a garden dedicated to wildlife with 8 acres of unimproved meadow and an area planted particularly with insects in mind which contains the National Collection of Eupatoriums - the Hemp Agrimony family.  The visit will include a talk by the owner Jan Miller, Field Club Referee for Lepidoptery (moths and butterflies).  There will also be a guided walk around the gardens with an opportunity to see moths, butterflies, birds and pond life. 

Stout footwear advisable.  Tea, cakes, plant and seed sales will be available at the end of the afternoon. Copies of Jan’s book Gardening for Butterflies, Bees and other Beneficial Insects will be available to buy, or orders can be taken.

Cars leave Prestatyn Church Car Park at 1:30pm or meet at Saith Ffynnon, Whitford, Holywell SJ153773 (postcode CH8 9EQ) at 2:00pm
Leaders: Betty Smith & Jean Cropper.  Car Share: £1.60

11. Saturday, 17th September 2011  ~  VISIT

DORMICE AT COED BRON FADOG, AFONWEN

This is a rare opportunity for members to take part in the autumn dormouse survey for this site of broad-leaved, sloping woodland. Hopefully, some dormice will be seen prior to their hibernation. Under supervision, boxes will be checked and any resident dormice counted and weighed.

continued
The entrance to the site is about half a mile from the meeting place, walking along a lane with a gradual climb.  There are no stiles involved.  Bring a packed lunch.  Cars leave Prestatyn Church Car Park at 10:00am or meet in the layby roadside A541 SJ142711 at 10:45am.

Leaders: Rhian Hughes (Dormouse Project Officer NWWT) & Joe Phillips (Field Club Biology Referee)

Car Share: £2.25


12. Saturday, 8th October 2011  ~   WALK (3 miles)
AUTUMN AT BODRHYDDAN

This will be our third visit to Bodrhyddan as part of our series of ‘seasonal walks’ in this Centenary Year. Further information about the whole series, is in the Special Centenary Edition of Field Fare (Issue 50 January 2011).

This visit represents the year’s winding-down preparations for the cold wet months of winter; a time of trees shedding leaves, with fruit and fungi in the fields and woodland.  Summer bird migrants will have returned to Africa and visiting thrushes from northern climes should be evident.

Bring packed lunch and binoculars.  Waterproof footwear or wellingtons recommended.

Cars leave Prestatyn Church Car Park at 10:00am or meet at Bodrhyddan ready to set out 10:30am.  Turn into the main Hall drive SJ042785 off the A5151.  Directions for parking will be given from there. 
Leaders: Joe Phillips (Field Club Biology Referee) & Pat Ingham  Car Share: Nil

WALKS:  A packed lunch and strong shoes or boots are required for all walks unless otherwise stated in the individual walk description.  Warm waterproof clothing is always advisable.  No dogs are allowed on walks.  Distances given for walks are approximate.
Cars meet at Prestatyn Church Car Park.  Members with cars are asked to provide transport for passengers, who are requested to have the exact suggested car share money for the event ready to offer to the driver.  In addition to the OS grid reference of a meeting point the postcode has been given, wherever possible, for car drivers using SatNav.  
A Mobile Telephone – number 07951515785 - and a First Aid Box are carried on all walks.
LIBRARY

The Club Library is in the Vestry next to the Paterson Hall.  During the Summer Programme, access can be arranged by emailing fieldclub@dyserth.com
VISITORS 

Visitors & Members’ friends are welcome on both walks and excursions but with an additional £1 fee for excursions. 

DISCLAIMER

The Dyserth & District Field Club will not be responsible for any damage to property or persons during the activities of the Club. The presence of Members and Visitors during the various activities is deemed an acceptance of this rule.

EXCURSIONS         

The Coach pick-up points and times for 2011 are as below.
	Rhyl Road, Rhuddlan (Vicarage Lane bus stop)
	8:40

	Boulevard, Rhyl
	8:45

	Larkmount Road (by High School all-weather pitches)
	8:48

	Eastville, Rhyl
	8:50

	Ffrith, Prestatyn
	8:55

	Victoria Hotel, Prestatyn
	8:57

	Pendyffryn Road (lay-by opposite pensioners' bungalows)
	9:00

	Junction of Fforddisa & Princes Avenue
	9:05

	Manod Road bus stop, Meliden
	9:10

	Waterfall, Dyserth
	9:13

	Cross Roads, Dyserth
	9:15


Please book coach seats in writing AT LEAST A WEEK BEFORE THE EXCURSION with Pat Ingham, Excursions Secretary (29 Orme View Drive, Prestatyn, LL19 9PG)        
Enclose a cheque payable to Dyserth and District Field Club for the coach fare only.  Be sure to state your pick-up point.

On the day, if you cannot attend your booked excursion please ring 07951 515785 between 7:30am and 8:00am.


PREVIEW OF WINTER PROGRAMME 2011 - 2012

Saturday, 22nd October 2011  ~  LECTURE

GARDENING TO HELP BUTTERFLIES & BEES
Speaker: Jan Miller (Field Club Lepidoptery Referee)

Saturday, 5th November  2011  ~  EXCURSION

MARTIN MERE WETLAND CENTRE

Leaders: Pat Ingham & Joe Phillip
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